
Writing: Term 6 Week 3 – Animals 

Animation: ‘Monkey Symphony’ by ESMA 

https://www.literacyshed.com/monkey-syphony.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key learning point: Dashes for parenthesis 

A dash looks like this –   
Parenthesis means extra information. I could use a relative clause to add extra 
information to my sentence. For example:   
Angrily, the young chimp bashed the keys of the piano with his clenched fist. 
(This is my main sentence. I can then add a parenthesis. I’m going to add extra 
information about the young chimp. As it is in the middle of the sentence, I 
must use two dashes.)  
Angrily, the young chimp – who had just been scolded by his teacher- bashed 
the keys of the piano with his clenched fist.     
 

Writing task:  A critic’s review of the final song, performed by the two 

monkeys. 

Description:  

Today, you are going to pretend to be a world-renowned theatre and music 

performance critique! You must watch the section of the animation at the end 

where the two monkeys play the pianos together with their contrasting songs 

and give your opinion on the performance, as if it was being played to a live 

audience.  

Reviews tend to be all about your own opinions. They aim to highlight the 

strengths and weaknesses of a performance and recommend who may enjoy 

the performance/book/film etc.  

https://www.literacyshed.com/monkey-syphony.html


Checklist: 

 Mainly written in a formal tone 

 Parenthesis – we are focusing on trying to use double dashes (- -) to include 
additional information 

 Cohesive – this means it flows, each idea links well from one to the next and 
paragraphs discuss linked themes 

 A range of sentence lengths and types – use your complex sentences here 

 Engage the reader by using second person pronouns like 'you' or asking 
rhetorical questions  

 Powerful vocabulary with some technical terms or words  

 Use writing techniques such as alliteration to add emphasis 

 Use writing techniques such as figurative language 
(e.g. metaphors, similes, personification and hyperboles or exaggeration) 

Plan: 

You may want to plan your short review under some of the headings in the grid 

below. Write a few ideas of what you might like to include in each section.  

Introduction 

This states the facts about the performance – the title, the director, date and 
place of production and any other useful information. (You can make a great 
deal of this up!)  

The Set design/theatre 

In this section, talk about the stage and theatre where the performance 
happens. Was it purposeful? Was it engaging?  

The Music 

This is where you write about what type of music it was, and how the music 
made you feel. Give your personal impression and opinions of the 
performance here, and any other insights into the plot/themes etc. 

The Performers 

Write about the performers and their presence on stage, including – what 
you liked/didn’t like. Consider mannerisms, energy, relationships with other 
character etc. 

Conclusion 

Sum up the performance over by deciding whether the play was successful 
overall. You might mention whether you were entertained or bored here and 
who you might recommend the performance to. 



 

Model text: 

(This is my model of the introduction and the beginning of paragraph 2) 

Monkey Symphony – where music is brought to life!  

 

If you are looking to enjoy a high-energy, toe-tappingly enticing piece of 

musical theatre, look no further as Monkey Symphony is the performance for 

you. Performed at the prestigious Beakerfield Theatre - London - Monkey 

Symphony offers the perfect blend of melodious, classical music and fiery jazz, 

resulting in what will undoubtedly be the most talked about musical fusion of 

2020. 

On the opening night of the show, the Beakerfield’s main stage was presented 

in a dimly-lit, casual fashion. A single spotlight, warm in tone, shone on the 

stage, ready to warmly welcome the musicians. After a short wait, Monkey 

One took to his seat and the dulcet tones of a gentle melody soon filled the air; 

he played expertly and with hearty emotion. 

 

At this point, I will continue to talk about the music played in the song. 

 

Word bank:  

melodious  composed composer grand 
piano 

pianist harmonious 

echo skilful  piano musician energetic  theatrical 

performance  recital concert solo  duet  collaboration 

empowering  emotional expressive lively talented prestigious  

 

Enjoy your writing, everyone!  


