
Writing: Term 6 Week 6 – Getting Physical 

Animation: ‘The Best of Team GB at Sochi 2014 Olympic Winter Games’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key learning point: Figurative language 

There are many types of figurative language however, in KS2, there are 5 that 

we often use and discuss: 

Simile: to compare a person or object with something else using ‘like’ or ‘as’. 

For example: ‘The snow glistened in the sun like a thousand diamonds.’ 

Metaphor: to say something is/was something else. For example: ‘The snow 

was a billowing, white ocean.’ (It isn’t really an ocean).  

Personification: to give an object a quality that we would usually associate 

with a person or animal. For example: ‘The bone-crushing cold sank its teeth 

into his bones.’  

Alliteration: two or more words in a sentence that start with the same letter 

for effect. For example: ‘The white, whirling wall of snowflakes surrounded 

them.’ 

Onomatopoeia: a word that is written as it sounds. For example: ‘When the 

thick snow slid from a branch, it fell with a muted thump to the ground.’ 

They are often seen in descriptions and poems and help to give the reader a 

clearer image of the setting or character.  

 

 



Writing task: To create a poem 

Description: Use personification to create a poem about the ‘Winter Olympics’. 

It could be about winter, about the sport or sports, about the country it was 

held in or the landscape. Use the video to get lots of ideas. The main aim is to 

use personification but you could also add alliteration, similes, metaphors and 

onomatopoeia. Before you start your poem, collect as many useful phrases 

that use personification and other figurative language as possible, to use in 

your poem. You could try to invent some, ask family members and search for 

some ideas on the internet. Swiggle is a child-friendly internet browser which 

you should use.  

See the model below. The whole poem is personification because it has taken a 

season ‘winter’ and given it thoughts and feelings like a person.  

 

Model: Taken from the Winter Olympics’ advert. A poem written from winter’s 

point of view to the Olympians.  

I am the dreadful menace,  

the one whose will is done. 

The haunting chill upon your neck. 

I am the conundrum. 

 

I will summon armies  

of wind and rain and snow. 

I made the black cloud overhead, 

the ice like glass below. 

 

Not you or any other,  

can fathom what is nay. 

I will tell you when to jump 

and I’ll dictate how high. 



 

The ones that came before you  

stood strong, tall and brave 

but I stole their dreams away. 

Those dreams could not be saved. 

 

And now you stand before me, 

devoid of all dismay. 

Could it be, just maybe 

I’ll let you have your day… 


